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retail facilities, make it more difficult 
to use them. Let’s get more senior 
management in there, and gee, that 
will make a lot of difference. We’ve 
gone up 1,006 percent on inspector gen-
erals, and local management losses 
have been rather dramatic. That’s not 
the way to become more efficient. 

Not only that, they could take a clue 
from what America is doing. It used to 
be that you pulled into a service sta-
tion and you got service. Now you pull 
into a service station, the only service 
is what you get out of the car and do 
yourself. I prefer to do that anyway. 
I’ve worked in service stations, and I 
actually enjoyed it. So I don’t want 
anybody else pumping my gas. When I 
finish and the thing clicks off, I raise 
the hose up and I get every bit of the 
gas that I’ve got in that hose. 

Well, let’s look at the routes. Right 
now, if you mail a letter in Tyler, 
Texas, to go to Lufkin, Texas, it will 
travel 84 miles. You mail one from 
Tyler to Palestine—and it is Palestine 
in East Texas—total is 47 miles. You 
mail a letter from Tyler to Longview, 
it’s 38 miles. 

Under the new plan—that’s certainly 
not going to save any gasoline—our 
brilliant postal management will have 
you mail a letter from Tyler that’s 
going to Longview, the 38 miles, now it 
will go to the Dallas area, then over to 
Shreveport, then back to Longview. 
We’re not going to process it here. 
We’re going to go from 38 miles to 389 
miles to deliver a letter. 

If you’re going to send a letter down 
here, let’s see, I can’t tell where that 
is. It looks like down 35, so maybe 
that’s to Waco or Austin. So you want 
to send it there—oh, I see. If you want 
to mail a letter from Tyler to Pal-
estine, instead of 50-something miles, 
it will go Tyler to Dallas, down here to 
Austin, then back to Palestine. If you 
want to mail a letter the short dis-
tance to Lufkin, well, we’re going to 
make it go 10 times further. We’re 
going to go to Dallas, and then clear 
down—I guess that’s to Houston, and 
then back up to Lufkin. We’re going to 
go about 10 times as far to deliver a 
letter as we did before. This is nuts. 

What we’ve seen in America is, as 
times got tough, service stations said, 
you know what, we’re going to let you 
do your own pumping. That will help 
us save and be more efficient. As time 
has gone on, they said you know what, 
let’s put other services in this gas sta-
tion, so you see banks, you see other 
things. In some post offices, they were 
beginning to do that. They have agree-
ments with the State. Let’s let the 
State lease or pay us to do some of the 
State services here. Let’s allow them 
to come in and get passports here. 
There were some people that were 
thinking—and thinking right—you 
combine other services, this post office 
will be the center of the community. It 
will be efficient, it will be local, it will 
bring people to our retail outlet, and 
they will have more people using our 
services at the post office. 

Not the way these mental giants fig-
ure it; oh, no. We’re going to close post 
offices. We’re going to close processing 
facilities and make it cost a tremen-
dous amount more. We’re going to 
make these decisions, and then we’re 
going to go out, and we’re going to hire 
people to do a study to come to a con-
clusion—we tell them, all in the name 
of making the post office more effi-
cient. That is nuts. 

It’s time to clean out the manage-
ment of the United States Post Office. 
I’ve dealt with postal employees all my 
adult life. Those are hardworking 
folks. People that deliver the mail, 
people that stand there behind the 
counter, take abuse all day, lines get-
ting longer because we’re not replacing 
the people when they leave, they’re 
good people. They’re hardworking peo-
ple. There are some issues with pen-
sions, we can deal with those. But for 
heaven’s sake, it’s time to get rid of 
top-heavy management making ridicu-
lous decisions, and we can improve our 
lot here. 

One other thing. Last night, I was on 
a telephone town hall with Rusty Hum-
phries and a lot of Tea Party folks. A 
question was asked—they slipped in a 
ringer in there, a Democrat, who said: 
Gee, you say you’re a Christian. How 
could you vote to take money away 
from helping seniors with their health 
care? And how could you help the 
major oil companies by giving money 
to them? Quickly let me just say, a 
subsidy is a gift or grant of money. 
Look it up. No oil company is getting 
a gift or grant of money. They’re get-
ting deductions. 

If you forget what the President said, 
he said he’s going after major oil, de-
claring war on them. Ridiculous. We 
have, in the President’s jobs bill, ex-
actly what he’s doing. He’s eliminating 
the deductions that will bankrupt the 
independent oil and gas companies in 
America. It won’t affect the major oil 
companies. He says he’s declaring war 
on the major oil and big evil oil, but 
the truth is he’s going to bankrupt the 
independent oil and gas producers that 
produce and drill and maintain 95 per-
cent of the wells in America. 

So what will be the effect of this 
President’s so-called ‘‘war’’ on major 
oil? It will put the independents out of 
business, 95 percent of the wells will 
not be drilled and maintained. That 
will mean more profit than any time in 
the history of the world for the major 
oil companies. It’s time to get that 
under control. 

And to the gentleman that we got cut 
off with last night because we were out 
of time, let me just say: Son, dumb, de-
pendent, and Democrat is no way to go 
through life. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to others in 
the second person. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to Senate Concurrent Resolution 
43, 112th Congress, I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 8 minutes p.m.), 
the House adjourned until Monday, 
May 7, 2012, at 2 p.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

5827. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — 2-Ethyl-1-hexanol; Exemp-
tion from the Requirement of a Tolerance 
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0604; FRL-9342-5] received 
April 4, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

5828. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Acibenzolar-S-methyl; Pes-
ticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0086; 
FRL-9343-3] received April 4, 2012, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

5829. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
a letter regarding the results of the pilot 
program for Foreign Language Proficiency 
Training, pursuant to Public Law 110-417, 
section 619(c)(3) (122 Stat. 4489); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

5830. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
the Department’s March 2012 Semi-Annual 
Report providing the progress toward de-
struction of the U.S. stockpile of lethal 
chemical agents and munitions by the Chem-
ical Weapons Convention (CWC) deadline of 
April 29, 2012, but not later than December 
31, 2017; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

5831. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
a notice that the Department is taking es-
sential steps to award a Joint Service 
multiyear contract for 98 V-22 aircraft; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

5832. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
that the Department is taking essential 
steps to award a multiyear contract for 155 
CH-47F aircraft; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

5833. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting a proposed change to the U.S. Army Re-
serve Fiscal Year 2011 National Guard and 
Reserve Equipment Appropriation procure-
ment; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

5834. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
a letter on the approved retirement of Lieu-
tenant General William T. Lord, United 
States Air Force, and his advancement on 
the retired list in the grade of lieutenant 
general; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

5835. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
a letter on the approved retirement of Gen-
eral Donald J. Hoffman, United States Army, 
and his advancement to the grade of general 
on the retired list; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

5836. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting the Department’s annual report for 2011 
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